
Tideflats Subarea Plan 
On May 9, 2017 the Tacoma City Council adopted Resolution No. 39723 initiating a 
subarea planning process for the Port/Tideflats. The Port/Tideflats are currently 
designated by the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) as a Manufacturing/Industrial 
Center (MIC) that is planned to accommodate significant employment growth. 

Subarea planning allows for the establishment of a shared, long-term vision, and a 
more coordinated approach to development, environmental review, and strategic 
capital investments in a focused area. Completion of a subarea plan will support the 
ongoing eligibility for and prioritization of transportation funding in the Port Tideflats. 

What Does a Subarea Plan Typically Include? 
(Per Puget Sound Regional Council’s Center Plan Checklist) 

Plan Concept or 
Vision 

• Preservation of industrial land base
• Economic role of the Center
• Relationship to Comprehensive Plan
• Market analysis

Environment 
• Protection of sensitive areas
• Stormwater management
• Air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions

Land Use 

• Employment growth targets
• Description of industrial and manufacturing uses
• Incompatible land uses
• Mitigation of impacts

Economy • Economic development strategies
• Key sectors and industry clusters

Public Services 
and Facilities 

• Capital plans and investments to meet targeted
growth

Transportation 
• Freight movement
• Employee commuting
• Transit and mode splits
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 Manufacturing/Industrial Center (MIC)

• A designation established in 2002 in the Puget Sound Regional Council’s VISION
2040 and the City of Tacoma’s Comprehensive Plan.

• Nine MICs designated in the Puget Sound Region targeted for significant regional
employment growth.

• Manufacturing and industrial uses are protected from encroachment.
• Designation provides regional funding priority for major transportation projects,

e.g., Port of Tacoma Road, Taylor Way, SR 167, and freight projects

The map above is from the City of Tacoma’s Comprehensive Plan: One Tacoma. The map depicts the boundary of the designated Manufacturing 
and Industrial Center as well as the core and transition areas defined in the Container Port Element.  

The One Tacoma Plan establishes 
the City’s overall population and 
employment targets.  The City is 
planning for an additional 127,000 
residents and 97,000 new jobs by 
2040. 

Process Overview 

The Plan is expected to proceed through several general phases, which will be 
developed in more detail through the scoping process. Stakeholder engagement will 
be significant and continuous throught the process. The following graphic depicts 
some of the key steps in the subarea planning process. 
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